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The US Labor Force

• The labor force continues to age. 
o The median age of the labor force was 37.7 in 1994, 40.3 in 2004, 41.9 in 2014, and is 

projected to be 42.4 in 2024. 

o At the same time, the overall labor force participation rate is projected to decrease from 
62.9 % in 2014 to 60.9 % in 2024. 

• The labor force participation rate for youth (ages 16 to 24) is projected to 
decrease from 55.0% in 2014 to 49.7% in 2024. 
o The youth age group is projected to make up 11.3% of the civilian labor force in 2024 as 

compared with 13.7% in 2014. 

o In contrast, the labor force participation rate for the 65-and-older age group is projected to 
increase from 18.6% in 2014 to 21.7% in 2024. This older age group is projected to 
represent 8.2% of the civilian labor force in 2024 as compared with 5.4% in 2014. 

• Labor force diversity is projected to increase, with white non-Hispanics 
making up 59.6% of the civilian labor force in 2024, compared with 64.6% in 
2014. 



The Unemployed

• In March, the unemployment rate (5.0%) and the number of 

unemployed persons (8.0 million) were little changed. Both 

measures have shown little movement since August. 

• Among the major worker groups, the unemployment rates for 

adult men (4.5%), adult women (4.6%), teenagers (15.9%), 

Whites (4.3%), Blacks (9.0%), Asians (4.0%), and Hispanics 

(5.6%) showed little or no change in March. 

• The number of long-term unemployed (those jobless for 27 

weeks or more) was essentially unchanged at 2.2 million in 

March and has shown little movement since June. In March, 

these individuals accounted for 27.6% of the unemployed.





Kentucky Economic Trends
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Employment Levels
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GDP and Employment Forecast
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Employment Growth by Industry
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Employment by Education
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Education
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Employment by Sector

Source: CBER, 2015 Annual Report



Wage Ratio – Urban vs Rural

Source: CBER, 2015 Annual Report



Mining Employment
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Labor Force Participation
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Occupation Trends



Employment Avg Wages Unemp Rate

Replacement 

Demand

Growth 

Demand

Avg. Annual 

Growth Percent

Total - All Occupations 2,000,722 $40,500n/a 537,714 91,074 0.4%

Office and Administrative Support Occupations 291,830 $32,000 4.3% 65,111 4,447 0.2%

Sales and Related Occupations 202,107 $33,800 5.1% 66,636 9,462 0.5%

Production Occupations 178,397 $35,100 5.2% 46,587 -7,607 -0.4%

Food Preparation and Serving Related Occupations 170,243 $19,600 7.7% 65,877 7,796 0.4%

Transportation and Material Moving Occupations 165,354 $32,100 6.8% 43,992 4,971 0.3%

Management Occupations 128,177 $89,300 1.4% 47,462 1,897 0.1%

Healthcare Practitioners & Technical Occupations 118,449 $67,900 1.4% 26,527 16,581 1.3%

Education, Training, and Library Occupations 115,413 $47,700 1.9% 24,669 4,849 0.4%

Construction and Extraction Occupations 86,624 $42,100 7.8% 16,432 8,351 0.9%

Business and Financial Operations Occupations 83,968 $60,000 2.5% 19,154 6,031 0.7%

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair Occupations 79,255 $41,800 3.3% 19,716 4,102 0.5%

Building and Grounds Maintenance Occupations 67,568 $22,800 7.5% 15,486 3,504 0.5%

Personal Care and Service Occupations 62,784 $22,400 5.1% 18,578 6,719 1.0%

Healthcare Support Occupations 55,053 $26,700 5.7% 12,247 9,898 1.7%

Computer and Mathematical Occupations 42,384 $64,700 3.2% 6,586 4,686 1.1%

Protective Service Occupations 32,589 $34,000 4.5% 7,617 804 0.2%

Community and Social Service Occupations 31,915 $39,800 2.1% 7,099 2,846 0.9%

Architecture and Engineering Occupations 29,277 $71,100 2.2% 7,655 411 0.1%

Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports Occupations 26,067 $41,900 2.9% 9,204 233 0.1%

Life, Physical, and Social Science Occupations 12,837 $53,900 3.2% 4,093 748 0.6%

Legal Occupations 12,322 $74,100 1.2% 2,466 687 0.5%



Potential Occupation Gaps



Commuting Patterns







Future needs



10-Year Industry/Occupation Mix for Health Care and Social Assistance, Private in Kentucky, Baseline

Title

Current 

Employment

Regional 

Average 

Wage1

10-Year 

Replacement 

Demand

10-Year 

Growth 

Demand

10-Year Total 

Demand

Total 233,799 53,540 37,866 91,406

Healthcare Practitioners and Technical Occupations 80,570 $70,300 18,775 12,963 31,739

Healthcare Support Occupations 43,934 $26,800 9,974 8,399 18,374

Office and Administrative Support Occupations 35,719 $30,800 7,072 5,274 12,346

Personal Care and Service Occupations 20,629 $20,800 4,230 3,917 8,146

Community and Social Service Occupations 12,686 $37,000 2,919 2,232 5,150

Management Occupations 8,142 $86,000 2,297 1,218 3,515

Food Preparation and Serving Related Occupations 6,651 $21,600 2,078 773 2,850

Education, Training, and Library Occupations 6,423 $36,400 1,660 545 2,204

Building and Grounds Cleaning and Maintenance 

Occupations 5,782 $21,000 1,442 631 2,073

Business and Financial Operations Occupations 3,670 $57,900 815 530 1,345

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair Occupations 1,734 $39,500 462 239 701

Transportation and Material Moving Occupations 1,603 $29,200 384 237 622

Life, Physical, and Social Science Occupations 1,125 $56,300 381 221 602

Computer and Mathematical Occupations 1,422 $61,000 219 246 464

Sales and Related Occupations 839 $36,800 279 140 419

Production Occupations 1,260 $27,900 255 91 346

Protective Service Occupations 858 $25,400 136 87 223

Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports, and Media 

Occupations 423 $48,000 87 88 175



10-Year Industry/Occupation Mix for Retail Trade, Private in Kentucky, Baseline

Title

Current 

Employment

Regional 

Average Wage1

10-Year 

Replacement 

Demand

10-Year 

Growth 

Demand

10-Year Total 

Demand

Total 210,161 69,172 10,718 79,890

Sales and Related Occupations 116,871 $24,700 43,823 6,523 50,346

Office and Administrative Support Occupations 35,015 $29,400 9,717 1,800 11,518

Transportation and Material Moving Occupations 13,871 $27,300 3,979 361 4,340

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair Occupations 10,570 $34,200 3,019 192 3,212

Food Preparation and Serving Related Occupations 6,851 $19,400 2,462 498 2,960

Healthcare Practitioners and Technical Occupations 8,056 $63,100 1,295 306 1,601

Management Occupations 4,874 $92,900 1,302 242 1,543

Production Occupations 5,084 $29,000 1,219 292 1,511

Building and Grounds Maintenance Occupations 2,018 $22,800 437 277 714

Business and Financial Operations Occupations 1,770 $58,000 469 148 617

Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports Occupations 1,365 $31,100 527 -36 491

Personal Care and Service Occupations 1,077 $23,300 391 14 405

Protective Service Occupations 759 $30,000 140 23 163

Computer and Mathematical Occupations 467 $56,900 76 81 156

Healthcare Support Occupations 610 $23,300 115 -26 89

Construction and Extraction Occupations 413 $35,900 72 4 76



Key themes



Important Issues Moving Forward

•Minimum Wage Laws

• Labor Force Participation Rate

• Substance Abuse Issues

• Affordable Care Act
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